THE DOCTOR

&c

Eccoti il libro; wettivi ben cura,
Iddio t* ajuti c dia buona ventura.

ORL. INNAM

CHAPTER VIII

THE SUBJECT OF THIS HISTORY AT HOME AND AT TEA

// thou be a severe sour complexioned man, then I here disallow thee
to be a competent judge.

IZAAK WALTON

The clock of St. George's had struck five. Mrs. Dove had
just poured out the Doctor's seventh cup of tea. The
Doctor was sitting in his arm-chair. Sir Thomas was purr-
ing upon his knees; and Pompey stood looking up to his
mistress, wagging his tail, sometimes whining with a short
note of impatience, and sometimes gently putting his paw
against her apron to remind her that he wished for another
bit of bread and butter. Barnaby was gone to the farm; and
Nobs was in the stable.

CHAPTER IX
WHEREIN   CERTAIN   QUESTIONS  ARE   PROPOSED  CONCERNING
TIME, PLACE, AND PERSONS
Quis ? quid ? ubi ? quibus auxiliis ? cur ? quomodo quando ?
TECHNICAL VERSE
Thus have I begun according to the most approved forms
not like those who begin the Trojan War from Leda's egg,
or the History of Great Britain from Adam, or the Life of
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